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Chairmanõs Report 

It is my pleasure to present to you our second annual report for the Preston 

& South Ribble (North) Street Pastors Project. It has been a privilege to 

serve as Chairman of this amazing initiative, to see Christians from around 

30 churches from across our city coming together to put our faith into 

action. 

Street Pastors is a national church initiative to take the love of God onto the streets of our 

nation to listen, care and dialogue with people. Beginning in London in 2003 with 14 

volunteers, at the end of 2009 there were around 4000 volunteers and 200 projects across 

the UK. Here in Preston, we started on the streets of St Matthewôs & St Georgeôs in Dec 

2008 with 24 volunteers; since then the work has grown, and I am pleased to be able to 

share with you how this year the project has expanded and continued to build upon the 

successes of 2009. 

We have been particularly encouraged by the commitment of our volunteers, whose 

number has increased dramatically to 46 from around 30 different churches. Each of our 

volunteers pays Ã250 to volunteer, commits to one evening a month on the streets and 

undergoes an intensive, high quality training programme; without doubt they remain our 

greatest asset as without their dedication and professionalism the project simply would 

not exist. On behalf of the Management Team, I would like to thank each and every one of 

them for being part of our amazing team. 

This year has seen us achieve a number of significant successes: 

¶ Our operating hours more than doubled from 1682 to 3482 patrol hours on the street; 

¶ We launched two new patrols, one in the city centre until 3-4am and the other in the 

South Ribble area of Kingsfold; 

¶ We had contact with nearly 5000 people, an increase of 72% and includes regular on-

going contact with a particular group of sex workers and homeless people; 

¶ Given out over 600 ñspikeysò (date-rape prevention) as well as space blankets and 

personal alarms; and 

¶ Diffused 6 potentially violent incidents and provided a calming deterrent presence. 

In December we were delighted when the POP (Problem Orientated Partnership) for the 

Kingsfold area won a top award for reducing crime and improving the quality of life 

for  residents. We were recognised as being part of this Partnership which saw anti-social 

behaviour reduced by 14%, criminal damage by 32% and violent crime by 10%. This is a 

great example of the power of working together as organisations from across the city, and 

we would like to pay tribute and thank all of our partners for their support and assistance 

throughout the year. 

Finally, on a personal note I would like to pay tribute to the amazing people that I have had 

the privilege of working with over the last 2İ years. When I was first approached about 

this idea of going onto the streets I could never have imagined the incredible journey and 

story that lay ahead, and as I step down as Chairman to pursue new opportunities, I hand 

the reins over to Nina Woodfield confident that the incredibly talented team we have will 

continue to lead the work forward from strength to strength. 

Rev Chris Drury, Chairman Preston & South Ribble (North) Street Pastors  



One night we were are approached by 

a Street worker who wanted to share 

her story with us. Abused all her life, 

she had been attacked and raped by a 

ópunterô in an alleyway and had some 

of her ear bitten off. We could see skin 

grafts on her legs and were told this 

was due to being addicted to Morphine 

and Methadone. But she was excited 

to tell us how she had been in Re-hab 

for the past few months and is now 

living with her baby in a flat and is so 

much happier now even though she 

has less money. The Street Pastors 

congratulate her and take the time to 

listen affirm & encourage her to keep 

going. 

A cold dark end to the night for the Kingsfold 

estate Street Pastors and as we head back to 

base we spot a man slumped in a bus 

shelter, itôs 11:30pm and there are no more 

buses. As we approach we realise he is 

inebriated, heôs still holding a half empty can 

of strong lager. We ask him if heôs alright but 

itôs obvious heôs not. As we engage with him 

one of the Street Pastors shares his own 

story of alcohol abuse with the man. Near to 

tears he tells the Street Pastors heôs an 

alcoholic, had ónipped outô for some bread 3 

hours ago, has a wife and kids waiting for 

him but is scared of going home because he 

has let them down by drinking. After a long 

conversation eventually he agrees to go 

home but asks us to go walk with him; we do 

and on the walk home the man asks for help 

and is given a Celebrate Recovery card and 

encouragement to call the number in the 

morning. Once home he thanks them us for 

our help, admitting he wouldnôt have gone 

home and would have slept in the bus shelter 

if they hadnôt come along. 

ñHey Street Pastors you got any 

Spikeys?!?ò the shouts are heard by 

the Street Pastors as they walk to the 

entrance of the Nightclub. The Street 

Pastors are well known and well 

received by the crowds queuing to get 

in; they hand out some Spikeys 

(deterrents designed to prevent 

someone being drugged). As they chat 

with the revellers, they hear some 

shouting and see two groups of 4 lads 

arguing. Using the training provided 

by the Police, the Street Pastors 

approach the youths but donôt engage, 

they simply let there presence be 

known. They receive a few stares by 

the youths but then one of them 

comes over and explains itôs just the 

drink talking. The two sets of youths 

walk of in different directions. As the 

Street Pastors continue their walk, 

they wander how many more 

potentially violent incidents have been 

diffused simply by their presence?  

óDear Street Pastors, My partner and I 

would like to give the Street Pastors 

who were in Penwortham last night a 

BIG thank you for their assistance 

when my car broke down en route to 

the hospital in Southport. Without their 

assistance we would have been in real 

strife regarding picking up my 

partnerôs son. Please take our warmest 

appreciation for there help, best 

wishes.ô 



Volunteer and 
Volunteer Church 

Gifts , 4680Other Gifts, 1044

Grants and Other 
Income, 17000

HMRC Gift Aid, 
843

Contributions from 
other SP Groups 

for shared training 
costs, 705

Income 2010: £24,272

Uniforms and 
materials, 3730

Ascention Trust 
Management Fees, 

3560

Training Costs/Room 
Hire, 2617IT Costs, 112

Coordinator, 8040

Secretarial, Printing 
& Stationery, , 666

Expenditure 2010: £18,725
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